CLAR R TION

) ~ CTTPIGIALS Oy 25X1A :
‘Approved For Releasei1 99870908/ CC RSP 82-00451REG 1 60 T/UO

- INFORMATISECRETFORT | o

22X 1GRY  Lebanon DATE DISTR. 26 August 1948 .
SUBJECT  Soviet InformsCifmiuieinNITIAT NO. OF PAGES 2
pace | 2OXIAL NO. OF ENCLS. A “BRAR}
ACQUIRED (LISTED BELOW)
FATE O . SUPPLEMENT TO
25X1X : REPORT NO.

1. The Soviet Information Burean in Beirut is headed by Viedimir Ivanov. Fyodot
Pisarenko, Cultural Attaché at the Soviet Legation in Beirut, seems to be
in charge of liaison between the Durem and the Lepgation,

2. There are three Lebanese working in the office of the Bureau. They are:

Farid Farah - Maronite Comminist and manager of the house occupied
by the Association for Cultural Relations between

Lebanon and the USSR. wo In 25X1A
October 1947, Farsh was repor 30 be a special
1iaizon officer in charge of financial transactions

between the Communist Parbty and the Soviet Legation.
25X1X |

25X1A Spiridon Salum = * Comment. Spiridon Salum is identical with Spiro
Salium w1, a reporter for the TASS Agency.)

Georpe Jurdak - Orthodox Commnist, and a distant cousin of Professor
Jurdak of the American University in Beirut. George

Jurdak is at present writing a book in Arabic on the

; 1life of laxim Gorki. %&M In uly  25X1A
1917 a George Jurdak was reported as a teacher ab the
" Patriarchal College. le gave source some information

on Soviet subsidies to that organization. [l 25X1X

25X1A - Corment. Kamal Ifakarzil has also been reported to be working for the
, Soriet Dupean of Information, although he is not mentioned by source. )

3. On 22 July, the Soviet Information Bureau published the f£irst Arab language
jssue of ibs bulletin. Ra “if Khuri is responsible for translating the bulle~
%in into Arvsbic. A1l copies of this first lssue, which had been dispatched
by-post, were confiscated by tle Lebanese authorities, who gave as their
exouse to the Sovict Legation the fact that two articles on Palestine which
had appeared in the bulletin had not been passed by the cenaor. The bulletin
is to appear weekly. o '
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Lo Not actually wrking in the office of the Information
:ctively in its propaganda and-collaborating in pw&mleebgmt pm‘t,i.c épuﬁ;ng
Ozj;bn’h ere: PEnily Faris Ibrahim, Ra'if Kmri and ¥ikhail Na'imah. Na'imsh, an
odox Christian, is a philosopher and a man of letters. He 18 mot & Gomas
nist, but sympathimsnithcommnist.?artya!msandisaﬂimdofﬂemdar
Sergelev. Na'imah knows ﬂag&msianlmguageamithemmnpeoplemn as
bo spent five yoars in Rusels, studying for the priesthood. At present ha
ranslates Russien into Arabic for the Information Bureau, Comment, 25X1A
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